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Complete Lesson Transcript – Lesson 46 [Traditional] 

 

Hosts: Adam Menon / Kirin Yang 

Adam: Hello everyone, my name is Adam and you’re listening to Lesson 46 of the 

ChineseLearnOnline.com podcast series teaching Mandarin Chinese. 

Kirin: 大家好. 我是 Kirin.  

Raphael: 你們好. 我是 Raphael. 

Kirin: 歡迎來到第四十六課. 

Raphael: 今天的題目是什麼? 

Kirin: 我迷路了. 

Adam: “I am lost.” Interesting.  

In a moment we’re going to listen to a short conversation that uses vocabulary we have 

studied in earlier lessons while adding a few new words and concepts. Please follow 

along with the included dialogue transcript on your MP3 player or by viewing the 

transcript available to premium subscribers on our website. 

Raphael: 讓我們先聽一次今天的對話. 

Yann: 不好意思. 我迷路了. 我有地圖，可是我看不懂這個字是什麼意思. 

Cindy: 我也看不懂. 

Raphael: 讓我們再聽一次今天的對話. 並跟 Kirin 說. 

Kirin: 不好意思. 

我迷路了. 

我有地圖，可是我看不懂這個字是什麼意思. 

我也看不懂. 

Raphael: 現在我們開始翻譯今天的對話. 

Adam: Alright, now let’s go through each line of this dialogue. Incidentally, if you need 

help with the extra Chinese being used within the lesson, please refer to Lesson 43 which 

tries to do a thorough recap. 
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Kirin: 不好意思. 

Adam: So here’s one of our favorite lines in these dialogues. We use it over and over 

since we want you to understand its importance and how frequently it does get used in 

real life. 

Kirin: 不好意思. 

Adam: The literal meaning is “Not good meaning” but this meaning extends to “this is 

embarrassing” or “Sorry to trouble you.” The Chinese have a very modest culture and 

you have to employ that modesty in your speaking by using such phrases. So usually 

when you hear this, it means that the person is sorry to trouble you. 

Kirin: 不好意思. 

Adam: So let’s see what the trouble is. 

Kirin: 我迷路了. 

Adam: So there’s a new word here 迷路 which is a second tone and a fourth tone 迷路. 

The 迷 refers to “being lost or confused” while the 路 we saw recently in lesson 42 in the 

expression 走路. Do you remember what 走路 means? It means “to go on foot.” The 

literal meaning was “to go” and “road.” So 路 means “road.” So here 迷路 literally 

means “lost road” and is the term you use for not knowing where you are.  

Kirin: 我迷路了. 

Adam: The 了 particle at the end signifies a change in situation so this person is saying 

that he wasn’t lost before, but now he is. 

Kirin: 我迷路了. 

Adam: He then continues: 

Kirin: 我有地圖. 

Adam: So the first part 我有 means “I have” that’s followed by a new word 地圖. That’s 

a fourth tone and a second tone. The 地 comes from the word for “earth” in Chinese and 

the 圖 refers to a “diagram.” So “earth diagram” in Chinese is the term used for a “map.”  

Kirin: 我有地圖. 
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Adam: I have a map. 

Kirin: 我有地圖. 

Adam: He then says: 

Kirin: 可是我看不懂. 

Adam: Now this is a very similar construction to what we used in lesson 34 when we 

heard: 

Kirin: 可是我看不懂他們的菜單. 

Adam: What did that sentence mean? It meant “But I can’t read their menu.” 

Kirin: 可是我看不懂他們的菜單. 

Adam: The phrase 看不懂 refers to not being able to read due to not being able to 

understand what it is that you’re reading.  

Raphael: “看” 是什麼意思?  

Kirin: 是 “to look” or “to read” 的意思.  

Adam: So literally 看不懂 means “see or read don’t understand.” So back to our current 

lesson here, we have: 

Kirin: 可是我看不懂. 

Adam: “But I can’t read.” Now what is it that he can’t read? Well we know from the 

context that it’s the map that he can’t read. Let’s find out more. 

Kirin: 這個字是什麼意思? 

Raphael: “這個” 是什麼意思?  

Kirin: 是 “this one” 的意思.  

Adam: The next character 字 refers to a “character.” Now of course the Chinese language 

doesn’t use words and letters. Instead it is composed of hundreds and even thousands of 

different characters. With so many different characters, it is quite common that students 
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of the language come across a character that they haven’t seen before or don’t remember, 

so when that happens they ask: 

Kirin: 這個字是什麼意思? 

Adam: What does this character mean? 

Kirin: 這個字是什麼意思? 

Adam: The lady then replies: 

Kirin: 我也看不懂. 

Raphael: “也” 是什麼意思?  

Kirin: 是 “also” 的意思.  

Adam: So she’s saying: “I also can’t understand it.” 

Kirin: 我也看不懂. 

Adam: Or “I can’t read it either.” 

Kirin: 我也看不懂. 

Raphael: 讓我們再聽一次今天的對話. 請跟 Kirin 說. 

Kirin: 不好意思. 

我迷路了. 

我有地圖，可是我看不懂這個字是什麼意思. 

我也看不懂. 

Adam: Alright, and let’s listen to this dialogue again at normal speed. 

Yann: 不好意思. 我迷路了. 我有地圖，可是我看不懂這個字是什麼意思. 

Cindy: 我也看不懂. 

Adam: Alright, so please take advantage of the review tools we have assembled in the 

Premium section of our website ChineseLearnOnline.com then join us next time for Part 

2 of this dialogue where we’ll find out why the woman can’t help the gentleman read his 

map. I’m sure you’re dying to find out. 

Kirin: 再見. 
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