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Complete Lesson Transcript – Lesson 23 [Traditional] 

 

Hosts: Adam Menon / Kirin Yang 

Adam: Hello and welcome to Lesson 23 of the ChineseLearnOnline.com podcast series 

teaching Mandarin Chinese. I’m your host, Adam. 

Kirin: 你們好. 我是 Kirin. 

Adam: We will start today’s lesson with a short dialogue that makes use of vocabulary 

that we have learned in previous lessons while adding some new words and expressions 

along the way. This way we can build up your vocabulary lesson by lesson while still 

reviewing what we’ve taught before.  

Listen to the following conversation and see if you can figure out what is being talked 

about on your own first, before we give you all the meanings. 

Yann: 你是德國人嗎? 

Cindy: 對，我是. 

Yann: 這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

Cindy: 不是. 這是我第二次. 

Adam: There’s more to this conversation, but we’ll give that to you in our next lesson. 

Kirin will now read each line for us. Please repeat after her. 

Kirin: 你是德國人嗎? 

對，我是. 

這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

不是. 這是我第二次. 

Adam: Ok, so let’s see if we can figure this out starting with the first line. 

Kirin: 你是德國人嗎? 

Adam: So there’s one new word in there which you may figure out is a country or in this 

case a nationality. 德國 is two second tones and represents the country of… “Germany.” 

What does 人 mean? It means “person.” So 德國人 is a “German person.” So here the 

person is being asked “Are you German?” 

Kirin: 你是德國人嗎? 
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Adam: To which she replies: 

Kirin: 對，我是. 

Adam: What does “對” mean? You may remember it from our last lesson meaning 

“correct.” That’s followed by 我是 or “I am,” so that gives us, “Yes, I am.” 

Kirin: 對，我是. 

Adam: He then asks her: 

Kirin: 這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

Adam: So we have 這是你– “this is you.” We then have a new concept for you -ordinal 

numbers. We know how to count numbers 一, 二, 三 and so on. We will now look at the 

ordinal forms such as “first,” “second,” “third” and so on. In Chinese it’s really easy. You 

just add a fourth tone 第 before the number. So here we have 第一 meaning “first.” 

Similarly, you could also have 第二 for “second,” 第三 for “third” and so on. So here we 

have 第一次. The 次 is a fourth tone and means “instance” or “time.” So 一次 means 

“one time” and here 第一次 means “first time.” 

Kirin: 這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

Adam: We then have 來中國. What does the verb “來” mean? It means “to come.” What 

is “中國”? That means… “China”. We know it’s a question by the 嗎 at the end; so 

putting it all together gives us: 

Kirin: 這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

Adam: Is this your first time coming to China? 

Kirin: 這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

Adam: To which she replies: 

Kirin: 不是. 這是我第二次. 

Adam: 不是– “No, it isn’t.” This is my… second time – 第二次. 

Kirin: 不是. 這是我第二次. 
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Adam: And that’s it. Like I said, there is a part two to all of this, but we’ll save that for 

our next lesson. Kirin, why don’t you repeat each line for us so our listeners can repeat 

after you. 

Kirin: 你是德國人嗎? 

對，我是. 

這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

不是. 這是我第二次. 

Adam: Ok, and let’s listen to the dialogue again at normal speed. 

Yann: 你是德國人嗎? 

Cindy: 對，我是. 

Yann: 這是你第一次來中國嗎? 

Cindy: 不是. 這是我第二次. 

Adam: Ok, so I hope that made sense to you. Now since we have a few minutes here, 

let’s do a quick review of some of what we’ve learned in recent lessons.  

How do you say the following… “I’m sorry. I don’t understand what you’re saying.” 

Kirin: 對不起. 我聽不懂. 

Adam: How do you say “What does that mean?” 

Kirin: 什麼意思? 

Adam: How do you say “Ah, now I understand.”? 

Kirin: 啊，我懂了. 

Adam: Alright, now Kirin, why don’t you give us a couple of questions or phrases and 

we’ll try and translate them into English. 

Kirin: 現在幾點? 

Adam: What time is it now? 

Kirin: 沒問題. 

Adam: No problem. 
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So I hope you were able to get all of that. If you like this format of review, then Premium 

subscribers can take advantage of the audio summaries and reviews, which are similar to 

what we’ve just heard. This way you can re-listen to older material frequently without 

having to go through all the explanations in this podcast. You can find this, along with 

other exercises and review tools on our website: ChineseLearnOnline.com. We’ll be back 

again next time with part two of this lesson. 

Kirin: 再見. 
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