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Complete Lesson Transcript – Lesson 8 [Traditional] 

 

Hosts: Adam Menon / Kirin Yang 

Adam: Welcome to ChineseLearnOnline.com. I’m your host Adam. 

Kirin: 大家好. 我是 Kirin.  

Adam: This is Lesson Eight of our podcast series teaching Mandarin Chinese. As always 

we continue on where we left off from previous lessons so you’re welcome to find the 

older lessons if you need to catch up from our website.  

Now we learned how to count to ninety-nine in Lesson six. Today, we are now going to 

count a little faster – up to ten thousand. So for that, there are a few new words you need 

to learn first. Let’s start with the word for one hundred. 

Kirin: 一百. 

Adam: So that’s a first tone 一 which means “one” and a third tone 百 which means 

“hundred.” So that gives us “one hundred.” 

Kirin: 一百. 

Adam: Now for “one hundred and one” up to “one hundred and nine,” we literally say 

“one hundred zero one” up to “one hundred zero nine.” So let’s try a few of the numbers 

in there. How would you say “one hundred and one”? 

Kirin: 一百〇一. 

Adam: One hundred and five. 

Kirin: 一百〇五. 

Adam: One hundred and nine. 

Kirin: 一百〇九. 

Adam: Now for one hundred and ten, we say “one hundred one ten.”  

Kirin: 一百一十. 
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Adam: Similarly for one hundred and twenty, we say one hundred two ten. 

Kirin: 一百二十. 

Adam: Let’s try one hundred and seventy. 

Kirin: 一百七十. 

Adam: And so on. For the numbers in between we just say 一百 followed by the number 

in between so let’s try… “one hundred and thirty six.”  

Kirin: 一百三十六. 

Adam: Let’s try a few more numbers to practice. One hundred and seventy nine.  

Kirin: 一百七十九. 

Adam: One hundred and fifty four. 

Kirin: 一百五十四. 

Adam: One hundred and seventy seven. 

Kirin: 一百七十七. 

Adam: Great, I hope you’re getting the hang of this. We’re now up to two hundred, 

which is a little different than you might expect. The number two in Chinese has two 

forms. There’s 二 which we’re familiar with so far and there’s also another form which 

we need to use now. 

Kirin: 兩. 

Adam: So that’s a third tone. 

Kirin: 兩. 

Adam: 兩 is usually used when you need to say “two of something.” It’s the only number 

that has this alternate form and sometimes you just need to see it used in different 

situations several times to get the hang of it. Hopefully we can help you with that in our 

future lessons. So the first occurrence of it when counting upwards is for two hundred. It 

also gets used for two thousand, twenty thousand and two million. So while you still may 
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hear 二百 in some parts, we’re going to use 兩百. So let’s try a few more examples to 

practice what we’ve just learned. How do you say “two hundred and twenty five?” 

Kirin: 兩百二十五. 

Adam: Two hundred and eighty two. 

Kirin: 兩百八十二. 

Adam: Let’s continue with examples of the rest of the numbers up to a thousand since 

they all share the same form. Three hundred and forty seven. 

Kirin: 三百四十七. 

Adam: Six hundred and seventy eight. 

Kirin: 六百七十八. 

Adam: Eight hundred and fifteen. 

Kirin: 八百一十五. 

Adam: Great, that now brings us to one thousand which is…  

Kirin: 一千. 

Adam: So that’s 一 meaning one followed by a first tone 千. 

Kirin: 一千. 

Adam: The numbers from “one thousand” up to “ten thousand” use a similar format to 

what we’ve seen so far. To say “one thousand and one,” we’d literally say “one thousand 

zero one” which is: 

Kirin: 一千〇一. 

Adam: Let’s practice a few more. One thousand two hundred and fifty three.  

Kirin: 一千兩百五十三. 

Adam: Seven thousand nine hundred and sixteen. 
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Kirin: 七千九百一十六. 

Adam: Nine thousand and twelve. 

Kirin: 九千〇一十二. 

Adam: So hopefully you’re getting the hang of it and are able to follow along. It’s very 

important that you get more practice so that you can rattle numbers off without having to 

think about them. There are lots of practice questions available to premium subscribers 

on our website Chineselearnonline.com. So be sure to check those out, and then join us 

again for our next lesson. 

Kirin: 再見. 
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