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Lesson 4

Vocabulary Summary: Simplified: Vocabulary Summary: Traditional:
ST DN AEKEN

W0 shi Mé&iguorén W0 shi Méiguérén

| am American I am American

PR A [ e 2 PR B A ?

Ni shi Zhongguorén ma? Ni shi Zh(')n_ggu(')rén ma?
Are you Chinese? Are you Chinese?

2, P EA i, BB

Shi, wo shi Zhongguorén Shi, wo shi Zhongguéren
Yes, | am Chinese Yes, | am Chinese
Sy P NLCKs USSR

Ni shi Jianadarén ma? Ni shi Jianadarén ma?
Are you Canadian? Are you Canadian?

PR o [\ 2 P e B A\ 2

Ni shi Yingguérén ma? Ni shi Yingguérén ma?
Are you British? Are you British?

AN AN

bu bu

Negation particle Negation particle

AN AN

bd ba

Negation particle Negation particle

AN AN

bashi bashi

Am not Am not

A, A EIEE N AN, AZLTEBN
B shi, wo bu shi Yingguorén B shi, wo bt shi Yingguorén
No, I’m not British No, I’'m not British
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Vocabulary Summary: Simplified:

=

hui

To be able to
i

shuo

To speak

E
hui shuo
To be able to speak

PrRos i b 3cng ?
Ni hui shué Zhongwén ma?
Can you speak Chinese?

ETIE 3 e
Hui, wo hui shud Zhongwén
Yes, | can spesk Chinese

Az, AU
B hui, wo bu hui shud Zhongwén
No, I can’t spesk Chinese

TR
yididn
A little

s
W hui shud yidian
| can speak a little
R R A\ 2

Ni shi Aozhourén ma?
Are you Australian?

A, TAFEEAN
Bu shi, wo shi Méigudrén
No, | am American

Vocabulary Summary: Traditional:

':E—’, iz

To be able to

it
shuo
To speak

P
=i

hui shuo
To be able to speak

PiRgri S ?
Ni hui shué Zhongwén ma?
Can you speak Chinese?

w, LEah
Hui, wo hui shud Zhongwén
Yes, | can spesk Chinese

Agr, TAE T
BU hui, wo bu hui shud Zhongwén
No, I can’t spesk Chinese

— Bk
yidin
A little

CE A
W hui shud yidian
| can speak a little

PR BN NG ?
Ni shi Aozhourén ma?
Are you Australian?

AR, TAFEBAN
Bu shi, wo shi M¢igudrén
No, | am American
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Vocabulary Summary: Simplified: Vocabulary Summary: Traditional:
Pros ik 3oy ? PR ik g ?

Ni hui shuo Fawén ma? Ni hui shuo Fawén ma?

Can you speak French? Can you speak French?

Ay, Wi gesr g, REHIEL

Bt hui, wo hui shud Yingwén Bt hui, wo hui shud Yingwén
No, I can speak English No, I can speak English

) i}

de de

Possessive particle Possessive particle

PR PRI

nide nide

Your (singular) Your (singular)

PRI SCUAFAR Bf PRA) h SCRRAFAR B

Nide Zhongwén shud de hén hido Nide Zhongwén shud de hén hido
Your Chinese is very good Your Chinese is very good
A R

duibuqi duibuqi

I’m sorry / Excuse me I’m sorry / Excuse me

Eqi] L

wode wode

My My

B SCRAFALE P b SCRAFAN

Waode Zhﬁngwén shud de bu hao Wode Zhongwén shuo de bu hao
My Chinese isn’t very good My Chinese isn’t very good
iy sy

tade tade

His His

by bt

tade tade

Her Her
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Vocabulary Summary: Simplified: Vocabulary Summary: Traditional:
= H

dian dian

Dot Dot

3 {53

de de

Adverb particle Adverb particle

Lesson 4 Notes :

You answer “yes” or “no” to questions by restating the verb used in the question.

E.g. Ni shi Zhongguorén ma? Shi, wo shi Zhongguorén .

In many cases when it is obvious, the pronoun is dropped. So in the above example, we
answer shi rather than Wo shi .

To reply “no” to such a question we negate the verb in question.

So in the example above:

Are you Chinese? Am not. I’m not Chinese.

Ni shi Zhongguorén ma? Ba shi, wo bu shi Zhongguorén .

Bu can change tone depending on the tone of the word that follows directly after it. If the
word carries a falling tone, then bu is pronounced with a rising tone bu .

The yT in yidian literally means “one” (you will learn numbers in lesson 6). There is no
translation for “a” in Chinese so they use “one” instead.

The possessive particle de is sometimes omitted, when multiple objects require it, so you
may hear Ni Zhongwén shud de hén hao or Nide Zhongwén shuo de hén hio .

Review Questions: Translate the following.

1. Are you American?

Ni shi M¢iguérén ma ?

2. No, | am British.

BU shi, wo shi Yingguorén .

3. | can speak a little Chinese.

Wo hui shué yidian Zhongwén .

4. You speak English very well.

Ni Yingwén shud de hén héo .

5. I’'m sorry, I can’t speak Chinese very well.
Duibugqi, wo Zhongwén shud de bu hao .
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